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PREPARE YOURSELF FOR
AN AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
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The Bridge Program is designed for foreign student learners
who have had previous experience in the English language
but have not achieved the required proficiency scores to be
admitted as degree—seeking students.
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BRIDGE PROGRAM

COURSE SEQUENCE

The five course sequence, with an optional sixth course, is designed to help students
improve fundamental oral and written skills in academic English. The Bridge Program
provides a foundation for success in future classes to facilitate the transition into the U.S,
higher education system. Classes are held on—site in an American university environment.

1. UMEI 030 Basic Interpersonal
Communication Skills Course
(3 Institutional Credits)

In this introductory course, students will
be developing their basic interpersonal

- communication skills that can be utilized in

their personal, academic and professional
lives. Writing and reading skills will also be
used to compliment classroom activities
that build on oral language use and active
listening.

2. UMEI 020 Integrated Skills for College
Literacy (3 Institutional Credits)

In this foundational course students develop
the four skills of listening, speaking reading
and writing to be applied to both personal
and academic pursuits. Students will be
exposed to a wide variety of topics from
various academic disciplines facilitating the
development of their cognitive academic

language proficiency.

3. EDCP 102 Integrated Skills for
Academic Success (3 Elective Credits)
The development of the academic and
study skills needed for success in college-
level coursework. The objective is to

apply information literacy skills, reading
comprehension strategies, note—taking
methods, study skills, and critical thinking
across various academic disciplines.

4. WRTG 111X Academic Writing |

(General Education Credit in
Communications, 3 Credits)

An introduction to reading, writing, and
thinking as inseparable literacy practices that
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are essential to academic success. The goal

is to practice strategies for understanding
academic texts and for developing one's

ideas in relation to those texts. Focus is on
using the writing process to craft essays that-
situate one’s ideas in conversation with other
writers and demonstrate critical thinking,
proper attribution, and effective language use.
Students may receive credit for only one of the

following courses: WRTG 100A or WRTG 111.

5. WRTG 112X Academic Writing Il
(General Education Credit in
Communications, 3 Credits)

An introduction to writing as a way of
generating, supporting, and reflecting on
ideas. The goal is to implement strategies
for analyzing ideas and rhetorical strategies
in academic texts and for conducting
academic research. Focus is on using the
writing process to craft research-supported
arguments that synthesize information

and ideas from multiple sources and
demonstrate varied rhetorical strategies,
proper source documentation, and effective
language use. Students may receive credit
for only one of the following courses: ENGL
101, ENGL 101X, WRTG 101, WRTG 1018,
WRTG 101X, or WRTG 112.

*Optional~SPCH100X Foundations of
Speech Communication

(General Education Credit in
Communications, 3 Credits)

An overview of the principles of
communication. Verbal and nonverbal
language, listening, group dynamics, and
public speaking are highlighted.
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“What | am learning is not only English, but also learning and
studying about the world. It's really great to see the world from
different angles and different point of views in English.”

FEZDTOT LT, KRG THERERELRPATEY, BEEELT
R EZESAEPRRATRATEN TEZDRALITTIES LLC LT,

MIKI OSAWA
Bridge Program Student, 2018

“I want to study abroad, but
do not have the skill level
to study in the U.S. This
program gives me the best
opportunity to improve my
English skills. "

"TAUACEE LWL HEE
B RYGENEEC TR,
U TOISLEHDITEL
fe. FUwI70dsaE 78
BORBIAFIVEBDBHICE
EDFEREBNET”

YASUTERU MATAYOSHI
Bridge Program Student, 2018



BRIDGE PROGRAM ADMISSIONS

Students can be admitted as either Bridge or Regular, depending on their status and

current proficiency level.

Bridge Program
TOEFL ITP 450
TOEFLIBT 45
IELTS 40
EKEN  Grade2

Eligibility For Bridge Program

SOFA status students whom English is
not a native language may enter with
current documentation of SOFA status,
test scores (preferred) or completion
of standardized UMGC Asia Bridge
assessment, high school transcripts
(English), and graduation certificate
(English).

Non-SOFA (Japanese) must provide an
official certificate demonstrating they
have the required proficiency scores,
and be approved by their respective
prefectural agency. See list of agencies
on page 10.

Base Employees (IHA/MLC) must

provide an endorsement letter from their

supervisor to confirm eligibility, test
scores or completion of standardized
UMGC Asia Bridge assessment, high
school transcripts (English), and
graduation certificate (English).

Upon successful completion of the
program, a Bridge student may take other

undergraduate courses and pursue a UMGC

degree as a degree—seeking student.

Degree—Seeking Student

| Not Applicable
79

6.5

Grade Pre-1

Eligibility for Degree-Seeking Students

International students seeking a regular
degree with UMGC must have a minimum
TOEFL IBT score of 79, EIKEN Grade Pre-1,
or other acceptable substitute to be admit-
ted as degree—seeking students. Students
in this category may take any UMGC under-
graduate course.

Students educated in select countries
are not required to take an English
proficiency test. Contact your UMGC
office for the country list.
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BRIDGE PROGRAM TUITION

Affardable, Quality Education

Students can experience an American university education in Japan while saving on
tuition expenses and related college living costs:

Average cost of attending college in the U.S.A., tuition with room and board (based on
College Board® 2018-2019 report’):

- $48,510 private, non-profit four—year institution
+ §37,430 public, out-of-state four—year institution

Compared to UMGC Asia without rcom and board:

Bridge Program consists of 5 classes with a 6th optional course

711 Tuition per 3—.cred.it course (each term)

$50 Application Fee (one time)

815 Non-SOFA Fee (each term; depending on location)
2o Approximate Total Program Cost

$4,000

UMGC undergraduate degree at tuition rate of §237 per credit
$28,440 120 credits, four year institution

(The tuition rate changes every year before fall 1 session. This is the 2019-20 tuition rate)

Thitps; h’trends.coJIegehoard.org;’coIIege—pricing!ﬁgures-tabIes!average—estirnated—undergraduate-budgets—zmB—‘IQ
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“I was able to see the joy of |earning and realized that | could see a wide variety of
worlds. | moved onto taking regular classes and | was able to graduate today. | am
grateful for UMGC." !

VY Y TAGSLEELTO)ERRELSEBREEREMB LN CEE Uiz, 7RUSLERTE,
EROPEELCEHE LRI SEEETECEN CEELI, AY—FV RAZICRBILET"

SHOICHI NISHINO
Associate of Arts, 2018; Bridge Program, 2013 1




BRIDGE PROGRAM OFFICES
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Bridge Program Office

Commercial Tel: 098-961-1110

ext. 634-0195

DSN Tel: 634-0195
'Email: bridgeprogram-asia@umuc.edu

Okinawa Area
UMGC Office—Kadena Air Base
098-961-1110, ext. 634-0195

Okinawa International Exchange and
Human Resources Development
Foundation (CIHF)

Tel: 098-942-9213

www.oihf.or.jp

Sasebo Area

UMGC Office— U.S. Fleet Activities Sasebo
095-650-3299/3298

Sasebo Municipal Office

Tel: 0956-24-1111 Ext. 2567

Tokyo Area
UMGC Office—Yokota Air Base

042-552-2510, ext. 5-8922

Fussa Yokota Friendship Club
Tel: 042-551-2927

10 | www.asia.umgc.edu/bridge

Misawa Area
UMGC Office—Misawa Air Base
017-677-1110 ext 226—8290

Aomori International

Exchange Association

Tel: 017-735-2221
www.kokusai—koryu.jp/business/misawa
Iwakuni Area

UMGC Office—MCAS Iwakuni

082-779-3392
Email: iwakuni—asia@umuc.edu

Iwakuni City Hall

Tel: 0827-29-5211

E-mail: kokusai@city.iwakuni.lg.jp
Yokosuka Area

UMGC Office—Yokosuka Naval Base
046-816-4613

International Relations Division,
Yokosuka City Hall

Tel: 046—-822-8138

Email: ir-mo@city.yokosuka.kanagawa.jp

For all other areas, contact the Bridge
Program Office.
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AYA OGAWA

Is there an age limit to join the program?
No. there is no age limit. Students studying
at UMGC and in the Bridge Program are as
young as 18 and as old as 84. It is a great
environment to interact with all different age
groups. The majority of our students are
working adults.

My test scores are high enough to be a
degree—seeking student. However, | don't
feel confident about my English ability
and would like to join the Bridge Program.
Is this okay?

Yes, every year many students opt to join

the Bridge Program though they are eligible
to take regular UMGC courses. The Bridge
Program gives them both confidence and
experience in studying in a U.S. university
before undertaking regular courses.

Can | start the Bridge Program in the
middle? | don't want to take the UMEI

courses.

No. Unless you test in as a degree—seeking
student you must start the Bridge Program
from the beginning. You cannot start in the
middle or skip classes. You must take all the
courses in the sequence.

“l have wanted to study abroad, and have to improve my
English skills before taking college courses. This program is
perfect for my situation.”

"BELIh ofch &, KED T SAERD AL, BEDAE/LER EE
RN ESHEVOT filce o T, 7Yy P 707 SAREEE /O

Bridge Program Student, 2018

After | finish the Bridge Program can |
transfer to UMGC and earn a degree?
Yes. Once you complete the Bridge Program,
you will be eligible to become a degree—
seeking UMGC student. However, it is not
necessary for you to transfer.

Will | need to take the Eiken or TOEFL
again after | finish the Bridge Program
and before starting my degree at UMGC?
No. Once you finish the Bridge Program, you
can begin taking regular classes. You will not
need to retake an English proficiency test.

How often do classes meet?

Classes meet twice a week for 3 hours. Each
session lasts 8 weeks and the full program
takes one academic year to complete.

Most classes are held in the evening to
accommodate working adults.
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ABOUT UMGC

University of Maryland Global Campus was founded more than

70 years ago specifically to serve the higher education needs of working
adults and servicemembers. Today, UMGC continues that tradition
online and on-site, offering more than 90 degrees, certificates, and
specializations backed by the reputation of a state university and the
University System of Maryland. For more information, visit umgc.edu.

UMGC Locations Around the World

University of Maryland Global Campus is accredited by the Middle States Commission an
Higher Education, 3624 Market Street, Philzdalphia, PA 19104 (267-284-5000),
\‘! UNIVERS ITY SYSTEM an institutional accrediting agancy recognized by the U.S. Secretary of Education
and the Counzil for Higher Education Accreditation. UMGC is a coanstituent institutian
» ﬂf MARYLAND of the University System of Maryland and is governed by the USM Board of Regents.
UMGE is cartified 1o operate by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia. UMGC
at Quantics, Corporate Center, 525 Corporate Drive #1071, Stafford, VA 22554,
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